
I began clímbJ.ng moutains to aËtain a sunniË long enough ago that I knew &

probabJ-y climbed with those whose names are encountered ln books on mountaineering.
Jlm ÏühitËaker, the 1st American on Mount Everest with whom I was on Mt. Kennedy. Dee
Molenaar, an Amerfcan on K2. Hans Gmoser, probably met, in DÍamond Head, who became
a Gulde. Leff Paterson, of Swedish orÍgl"n, wfÈh whom I was to gö Ëo Dhaulagfri, whe
died in an avalanche in the Selkirks. Martin & Esther Kafer, of Swiss origín, who
probably cl-imbed more mountains in dÍfferenË part,s of the Province & díd lst
ascents than anyone living today. Alfce Purdey wÍth whom I made rnany BCMC trips, &

private. Paddy Sherman described her as "the l"eadfng woman mounËåfneer of her era, in
Canada & possibly North Anerica. She was with me on MouË Logan where she, a nurse,
cleaned out the porridge pot, boLLed up !üater & the needêd instruments, to "put 14
stftches 1n Thompson!'s head." Somewhere lt is recorded that "the high poínt of her
career cane fn 1.971 when she reaehed the summit of Mt. St. Elfas with a BCMC exped-
Ítlon!'. I was on the party. Asked why she climbed she saíd:" I ïlever really bothered
abouË what I climbed. It was the doing whÍch \¡¡aÉ ...lmporËanËr'. In the many accounts
of Mountaineerlng in Çanada follor^ring the L950rs, I would know all whose names
\^rere recorded for some 25 yeafs af.tet I began, & people who r¡ould have ventured inËo
unkno¡ntn qreas. The BCMC carnps h¡ère for some years Íntended to produce lst aseeflts,
seyeraL,

I had b,een in the mounËaÍns on skís & on f oot, hÍking & Ít must have been with the
jotning of the B.CMÇ ËhaË I began climbing¡ for I dontË belfeve I had a friend
tq.ho rnras a ¡ÌounËalneer. Once I jolned I was in or on the vêrge of the Law trade & so
had both the rnoney & the tfme to c1fBh & must haye derÍyed some saÈÍsfacËLon ln atË-
ainlng a sunr¡rfË hecquse I rnr4s attendlng annual B.CMC Suumer Camps & weekend clirnbs
organized by the Club, I thínk myself fortunate to have being a member, so often,
of a fst ascent p4¡ty, Å to ha¡re b,een Ínvfted on dtfficult climbs such as MÈ. I,{adding
ton.
I hegan gplng in to mount,ain eguntry wåen I \^ras a lfigh School student llvlng in the
trfest End, r,vhen friends, J4ck'!'leck & George Entwhlstle, both now dead, & I would ride
to l-lgrseshoe B.ay laden rqith. s,leep-ing hag, cenvass sheet, Kraft Cheese dinner & pro-
hab.ly pork & beans, coqkÍes & cake & perhapq Ínstant coffee. The blkes we would
hlde ln Ëhe bush by ê treck of sorts & r^ral-k up to !ühyte Lake (20-30 míntes above,
t belleye), ¡ don¡t know wh4t we did Èhere" Ìüe must have taken an air rifle or 22
gn s-o.¡¡e pccasÍons, I haye a f,alnt recpllection of havlng been shot Ín the baeksl-de
\^r-{th a 22 b,y Gee¡ge, I. conti.nued to ski on Grouse }Iountaln untfl I 1eft for Edmonton
& RCAF tg4ini.ng, Befqge depqrtfngr r. Arn toLd I el-tnbed both Crov¡n Mountafn &

The Lfqns-. I dontË knor,v w.hy or wtth w.ho. ltlith the War end & my lst trfp in to Dia-
:uond Eead Lodge tn Garlbaldi Park, to do some \^rork there evenËualIy, I was ínt,rodueed
ta ËheBquntqi.neeçing wor1d. The tr4nqfer to the BCMC world began, I dontt knowhow or
w-h.en, I- wac in Ëhe rl.gh.l profeseí.on ta be so eng-aged.

lü,hen f h,egan gqing sn ÇIuh trips, ttris parË of the world was lunclímbed-fn'. Summer

cer4pe r¿ere of qhort dufatÍsn & r¿ould he situate r,vliere Ëhere may have been only
I peak cll¡ubed \^ríth anothe¡ J0 unclirnhed, Aceess rntght be by a long walk from gravel
¡oad end by tra,il qr nonet At çther tl¡4ês aceess was by fl-oa¿ plane & walk, heavily
laden þrlth equd.p-r4ent ¡, f,çod & talcen in L wALk" Bey recalls J trip wíth me (was

tr Lake Layely lfeteq?)_ w.hen she, Tf:. P,J, w4lked ln wlth me. I had been fn for a week
& cane. aut Ëg p{.ck. them up... If,, såid 8., b.lÈched the whole of the walk Ln. There
\i{4$ nq tfall, We wofked ouq'wêy through bush. trü" complalned 4 hours. T'Ie maintained
a qteedy' p4ce ,fOl Ëhe cqrlp hed e cook fgr iÈs 2nd weèk ô, hre r^/êrê having steak
for dirrner

r beeêr¡le.knor,rrn in the p¡ofession 4s- a {Çllnbert Â' in my early days, there may have
b-een nq athcf J-¿wyers wh rqe,re elfmåere., These were the happy days when I knew

Ëhe fellortr 4er4-be¡s of the pFofessfqn & w.haÈ they did besídes practíce Law for & on pe-
gple.They we¡er Èoe., days in which. equíp¡ent wa,s si¡Eple. A uent dÍdnrt require a

bqçk" pf i1lstfuctionq tp açqeBble. A pack \Àrês a large bag mounted on a frame wfth a

couple p.f si¡de pqckets & ê s.et of Þtraps from which the pack hung. Ilardware was
a piton, hammer & carabiners. Cramponsr rgpe, sl1ngs, an åxe & sunglasses mighË
complete



what I travelLed r^rith. A gas 6tove, gas, pot & shovel ln snow Ëerraing suffieed.

In the clirnbs I r¿as doing, we T¡Iere not seekÍng the technically dlfffcuJ-t, cl-irnbs
such as the squamlsh chlef . r thlnk mosÈ of us r^rere Ínterested l-n atÈalntng a
surn¡nft. The l-ong walk 1n, Laden wfth al-l that you could carry & needed, thã planníng
& assembLy of food & equipment, the finding of a campsite, elímbíng daily if
the weather permltted, settlng up higher camps 1f needed, the sÊrenuous aseent of
4-5-6-7 1000 feet above camp & then the reÈurn to câmp for food & rest. This was the
tfme to thfnk about the cLim-b & aËtalning a summiti bufldlng a cairn to corifÍrm a lst
ascent. l']'e would return to camp, t{red, stumblíng often over logs & sttrmps & rocks
Ln our tiredness wLth a joy fn our aehíevement, our company, the blesstn$ of
sflence & the íncredÍb1e peake about us. Thís was a worLd few would evêr attaLn
& 1t was eurs.


