
SKIING

Once upon a time, someone was rnaking skis of ash wood. Poles \^lere a h eavy
bamboo & Ëhe pl,ate síeed baskets were bambc¡o & Leather. There r^rere 2 stores Ín
the Ctty that sold sl:i equipment, I, the Ski & Sport Shop, downÈown C ambíe
run by FrerÉr CanadÍans, ttre Laurill-ards, & another , run by Gerry Everell .

The Department, sÈores probab,ly sold as well, I{here else u¡ould the ash & leather
bindings cone from. A boatmaker, HamÍsh Davidson began måkíng l-aminaËed skis &

these would be our nexË step up in equipraent. I donf Ë think maple \Àras the Ínter-
mediate step. It was probably 1937.

I began these notesn handwritten some years ago beeause they begin \,¡iËh: Yesterday,
I went skíing to l,rlhístler, a clear eold sunny day wíth dayl-ight abouË 8 but no sun un-
Ë11 I on the cresÈ of the hÍghest run. This was the lst skifng of the season & I exp-
ected to be tired. I knew Ëhat, since my siezure/stroke å year before, I wouLdnfÈ recog-
nize any of the runs & I didntt but followed Ron Bruce who, with ne\{ rfaË skisf
was running faster Ëhan T, r¿as & I thought I wouLd lose him. l{e quít by 1:30 but
I took I more run & actually wondered if I would emerge from the network of runs
åt Ëhe LoË where he was par:ked. Irm here so I guess I díd. I t¡oul-d have skíed
longer had we noË been on runs ån alternaËing sun & shade & some scrapêd arêas.
Anyway, I was ple4sed that at age 7V I was stil1 skiing, not as tÍred as Ron

appeared Eo be, & today my ealf muscles \^rerentt sore. Thís worrld be 2001.

It ís now, 2OOL, my 66th year of skÍíng if I began skíing in 1937 as brother Henry
believeq. Ilenry knew a Larry B-ruin from school. Larry skied on Grouse MounËain &

he w.orked at, the Two Skiers a few doors North of I{âatíngs EasË side of Cambie. Henry
& Larry would help Eric wíth ngunË1ng steel edges on skis, â luxury mine dÍdn't
have, & mount, bindings, a t,ime before great fact,ories in who k nows where, perhaps
China, began producíng skis b. , I suppose, the mÍllions, å time when skis'h7ere noË

like cars, wíth a ne\^r model e4ch year. Eric had a cabín on Grouse & he ínvited friends
for overnite stays. I was flattered to be invÍted to move in such company.

Our skiing began on the b,ig hiJ"l, a descent of about 300 feet. I don't believe we

used the rope t,o1¡r & I know ¡a7e Ëook no lessons. lfe learned by watching & prob.ably Larry
& his fríends showed lIêärt. hle dÍd acquire a book that taught Ín text & pictures
how t,o Ëurri, beginnÍng wíth the snowplo\^r turn & Èhen the stem ChristÍana & from
Èhere, the Christiana, a turn that began wÍth a slÍght opening of the skis ínËo a
V (-still- a far mor graceful turn than whaÈ is Learned at great expense today
& performed at speed, as if, the purpoge og geËting downhill r^7âs to Èravel fast
& not that of enjoyíng the graceful noyernent of the turns r¿e once did)

By 1939., Henrlr Lar¡y & 2 or more others hegan buÍlding a cabin out' of lumber on

Grouse & this"was usòd by Èhem until" lfenry entered Ëhe Army ín 1941. I¡Ie-for I
got included, r^rould go up to the cabin on a Saturday níte after ner^Tspaper delivery'
ão I guess there r.rã Snodays when we didn't go to Church. The trip up would. be by
streetcar on Lonsdale to about 25Ëh St. & from there we walked in rhe dark using a tbugt

a candle in a tin can. l¡le couLdntt afford batÈeríes. The cabín r,.ras in hthåt rnras

called tthe Vi.Uage" which was stÍtl a good distance walk belo!ü the ski area.
Somewhere ahout the cabin area rüas a plaee called Ëhe rBanfft whl"ch served some

cor[nercf.al function. I skied very seldoxn tíll after the lfar in 1945' probably
b,y Ig47-B when I began going to ÙeC. Once I Joined Ëhe Ner,rrman CIub at UBC I began going

wl-th Èheg rs Mount É.atei. ny ttrts time, Henry & I had Lamínated skis made by Hamish

DavÍdson on Georgía, South side near Dennan. These Davídson skis wíth st,ee1 edges'
& cable b.indings & U.S. Army skí boots were the standard equípment then for most

Vancouver skiers.
Ðuring these Mount Baker yeârs, the NeÌman group hlent to Sun Valley in ldaho, Ëhen

the sÈiing site f,er the rieh, made famous by Ëhe movie, Sun Val-ley. tr'le rnay have, we

nusË have al-so skied at Al-ta (how could 1 forget?) Aspen ín Colorado was the 3rd
of the na$Ìes in skiing & th,ere I didntt go. I{hat made them the tplacest to go

probably because they each paid someofie to say Èhey were good & they provided
pl"".s io spend money when you didn't ski.
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lüe did ski at Stevens Pass in L,tras hington for it was Ëhe 2nd l{ashinþton mountain
Vaneouver people skíed on weekends. I donrt reeall when chairlift.s came

ínto local use but certaín1y by the ÈÍrne ïre r¡rere skiíng MounË Baker. I think the
chairlift may have been 1 of the Ëeasons r¿e skied Baker, along with longer runs.

The skíl-ng fraternity ín Vaneouver Ín the 1930ts & 40ts & probably uhe 5Ors was

small.!üalking up mountains carrylng skis was not êveryoners ídea of fun. One

knew & socÍalized with those who skied on the North Shore mounËains. Many had c abins
(there were about 300 cabins on Hollyburn in those years. There was lítÈIe
mixing as I recall it, of people who skÍed on HollyburnrGrousen.seymour. one skied
1 or the other; & skiers in B.C. were a hardy erowd. There \^tâs no transportation
for Vancouver skiers up ËheÍr mounËain, from the paved road end. Those who had no

cabin carried skis & lunch 2000-3000 yertieal feet, skíed, & walked down. For
1nre on Grouse, this meant a street car or walk to the NorÈh Van ferry & Èhen Ëhe streeË
car up Lonsdale when we Ist skied before the l'lar-end'

At sorue time (was it by 195O) I diseoyered Diamond Head Lodge Ín Garibaldi Park
bull-.ß by the Norwegían Lrothers, Ottar & fuiiL Brandvold. I{esË Vancouver resident, Joan

Matthewå, (buílt like a brick s.s. \^re would onee have said) was wíËh them by the
t,ime I lst went Ëo the Lodge. I vaguely recall her moËher, of like buíld. I donrt think
Joan & OtËar r4rere marrÍed when I l-st \das there. Perhaps they weretshacked upr at
the Lodge cabin. They.'dÍd marry & had 2 sons at least. The buíldings were a

main Loãge with room for about J.0, a cabÍn oecupied by the Brs & a 3rd building of
lesser síze was built while I was still working Èhere parÈ of 1 sumroer. lfhat a

place to livel
Emil never married. He was a Èall blond haíred quJ-et man, bíg boned & sÈrong rtrho

looked Scandínavian & spoke wiËh the tliltt of one. He was a mårÌ I have always

tïeasured knowing. Their cook was Mtllie, a short hloman in her 40ts, wÍth straggly
halr, who cooked p1aÍn fate, wellr& fed us well.
I worked wÍth the Brandvold's 1 suryner when Èhey were erecting a 3rd buÍld,Íng. I recall
only that I was earrying sod for the roof. In skÍ sêaËon duríng the time, Christmas'
Easter, when people werã staying at Èhe Lodge for a few days & before a snowmobile

was in use for transporting guest & for clearing a track needed because of uhe heavy

snowfa].ls,Iwoul'dgoouttheT?rnÍlesorsotobringintheguests.Imusthave
done so êt other tímes because I haVe so strong a serise of having done so a number

of tlmes. Going through the forested area fror-r the end o gravelled road out of
Squamish, Èhe track could be difficult to fol-low in a new snowfall & often with snow

táffing & low cloud.once one \¡ras in open country for it hrâs not a track used daily.
To put on a paír of skis at the Lodge & set out for Èhe road, wíth Èhe snow
faLLíng, & alone, neet a few people at road end & reÈurn T,üiËh them to the Lodge. I'rrhat

a rnronderful expe:iience, often, the only sound when alone ùras the skis tracking
through the snow & the squeak of the leather bindings on the skis.
At nite, hre Ì^rore battery powered headlamBs or earried rbugsr (.a candle in a tin,
usually a 4 pound jam tÍn). The skÍs were downhill & noÈ cross-country skis of t'he

type used when eross country came back ínto fashíon-when was Èhis, begÍnning by
rirà:g,ZOts?)., wirh a binding Ëhat could be used for both downhill & touríng.
The skins were a strap-on mohair, usually U.S. Army ísgue, as often' so were the
skis, painted white. The cross-couhtry r¿ould have been t,oo narrow ín the deep snow'

wíth an overnite pack Lo carry. These trips over several years wilL never be

forgoËten, not inãivldual happeníngs but the 3 hour ski in, at tímes lessroften in the
darÈ, Ëhe deep powder sno\^r, at times untraeked, the sÈil-lness buÈ for Èhe snow &

the uove4ent àf people. The Brandvol-ds eventually acquired a snowmobile for
transport,.

I stil-l skied at Mount Baker in ïüashington State, I thÍnk because Ëherê were
people in the Newman Club at UBC & in the Alumni who skíed, unÈíL trlhistler came int'o
i"itg. I Eust ha¡/e skied on Mt. S,eynour but few times & Grouse, few tímes as \n7e11 but
only because of brother l{enry & early in the l{ar'
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I never became skilled ín turning on skis goÍng downhÍll. I may have taken a lesson.
I have the sense of being a tímid skier in my early yearsn & Later I graduated from the
snowpLow Ëo whaË was known as a sLem christíe to a christie (wherê you kepË your
skis together Ín making a turn. Henry & T both acquÍred U.S. Arrny skís & boots at Èhe

end of Ëhe War. I graduated at s.one tÍmer prqbably wÍth the opening of Ïühistler,
to the black metal Headts ski.
Bev lras not, mueh. interest,ed in sk{ing. She l"earned quickly & qult quickly; so
with l{'illiaru, Janine & Patrl.ck who \{erê soon skiing beÈËer than I.I was buying a
season pass unËíl 20.0.5-6 but did not skÍ ttre 2 years before, nor the last.For the lasË
3, I paid $ 99- for 2 ot the years onl-y.!ühi-stler had become too busy, too rich I
keep sayíng to people, & too dÍstånt with its 4 hours on a busy road. I knor¿ Ëoday
Èhat I associate skiing with quÍet & fer^¡ people. Beverly would noË have been pleased
tf I had skied for Rgn Bruce was" skíÍng then & she would have been having a guest for
dinner as hre returned hoDe.

I have been looking Êhrougb. what \^rere to be daily notes, a tDiaryt made since L974
&I seem tojLbe going skffng Sat.urd;hy' or Sunday c both once Ïühístl-er3 seasom began.
I r,¡ould have a se4son pass as- r¿ouJ-d T{, & P . & for a tfme, J. Drivíng to trrlhistler
ínthose early ye¿rs r¿itrr them dldn't seem such an ordeal & hazard. tr{e must, have
lefË \¡an.ou-.er earJ.y in the morníng.lflho r44de breakfast?Ilow soon r¿as ft Ehaü I/Í. & P.

were skiing beEteÍ than I. I stiLl hal¡e the RossfgnoJ- SÈrato skis, as doesB. & then
theÍr guqass-gota. & .gw 6^6¡^


