o

¢/o kditorialDept.,
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Fublicity Director, Vancouver, .C.
B.C, Centennial Committee, May 5, 1958

rerlisment Duildincs,
Victoria, B.C,

 Lear Doug $

sorry I missed you when I wes in Victorlas la st week,
but as promised to Courtenay Tower, I em forwarding & releaese on
Feirweather to hendle as you see fit, It 1s fairly long, but I
leave it to you to decide how it should be treated, #nd 1" there
are any specific aspects of the expedition on whleh you would
like separates, please let me know, fou might also, if you would,
give me some idea of whet you would like for e future schedule,
once you see {rom this what we have in store.
two

Fictures are a major item, I have enclosed kkmax plctures
of Mt ,Fairweather teken by Dr, !radford Washburn, Ie charges a
publication fee for them, and you should wrlite him direct at
76 sSparks Street, Cembridge 38, lass, He charges up to #10 for
each picture, but if you want to arrange & wholesale deel, I'm
sure you'll find him reasonable, If you need any help, I'll be
glad to oblige,

Une pic hes a tracing on & cover-sheet which might be of some
help if you have an artist, in outlining cemp-sites and proposed route,
I have circled in pen the Informetlon that might be useful to you,
ilso useful is the dotted line showing route up glacier, with k e~falls.

Also enclosed 1is & provincial government eir-photo showlng the
peek from the B.C, side, They could meke mou & speclally good print,
Flease let me have 811 three back &s soon as you can for the tesm's
usge,

¥inally, photo-wise, enclosed sre three swvell prints of training
shots during our crevesse-reccue sescion, The men who took them,
like most of usi ministure-ren, is lath to let his negatives out of
his sight., If you weant one or more of them, and Kipnes will print
them, our men i1s willing to teke his negs th res IfTygHgdestdsgto
PHe COPuPE Chie FonldisdeshaRETicHtIineB1TeNotR6# the final jarty.
would Kipnes do this?

If you have eny problems in mind, you might dro;, me & note.

Lours sincerely,
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Feqrweathe: , l.1.
Moy L, 1958,
From: raddy ~herman,

Flanning 1s almost completed for one of the most
spectacular centennlel projects of alle--sn attempt by elght mounteine
eers next month to scale 15,300«fcot Mt, Falrweather, B.0,'s highest
point,

The perty, consisting of members of Vencouver section, Alpine
Club of Cansda snd the B,0, Mountaineerins Club, will fly from Vencouver
on June 1l to begin its monthelors expedition,

mounteins

The peak 1s one of the highest coustal xmxkx In the workd, and
hes never been climbed by & Canedien perty, Thourh several attempts
have been made by world-femous mountaineers, it hss been climbedm
only once, in 1931,

The eight climbers, st’'1l not finelly chosen from & dogen now
in treining, will live for & month on snow and ice emid some of the
most awe=inspiring scenery in the world, And though thelr summit
bild will probsbly be made in late June, they must expeet to meet
temperatures well below sero, |

To cope with thig, snd the ever-present threat of weekelong
storms on the peck, speclel ll:htweight mountaineering egquipment
has been ordered from Hurope,.

The perty wlll heve the same down Rx sleeping begs that the
succesaful Mt, Everest clirbers used; boots are being shipped from
Itely; end tents are being me de in Vencouver to the climbers' own
design,

Mt, Pairwesther is prcbably not known to most B,C, residentias

the highest peak in the province., Most people think of My, Robson(12,972
feet) or Mt, Wadd ngton(13,260 feet), More,



Falrweather 2.,22.

But they ere mountains wholly in B,C. In the case of the
northern gilent, the boundary between 5,C, und the Alaskan Panhendle
runs right over the summit, The approsch will be through Alsskan
territory, but it 1s hoped it mey be possible to make & new route
of asscent from the B.C, slde of the summit pyremid,

An RCAF Canso sesplane is schedule d to take the party elmost
1,000 miles north from Vancouver on June 1, to sheltered Lituye Fay.,
Some days later, when the teem hes had time to meke 1ts wey 1n to
base camp at the 5,000-foot level, supplies will be dropped by
perachute, thus saving meny days of back=breskin- work,

What sort of & problem will the mounteln present? A writer
in The Alpine Journsl, London, wrote in 1931 that because of low
pressure arcas lun the nearby raeifle Ugesn, and the intense cold,
the air on the summit is es thin as it would be on a 17,000«foct er
elsewhere, 4And in 1935, Dr, PBredford Washburn, én euthority on
Alasken mountaineering, wrote thet it was one of the most Aifficult
elimbs in Horth Ameries,

It is clad in perpetusl ice from its summit right down to the
Oceany and 1t towers higher sbove the sea than lverest does chbeo e
the base cemp used when it was first climbed,

like Hverest, Felrweather guards its sp rosches with &n ilce=

fell, & tLottering chaos of steep lce like o frozen caterset in e

mountain torrent, In fect Felrweather Glacler h s three blg lcefslls,

with thelr attendent mazes of crevesses, ali to be negotlated before

the 5,000=f'oot base ecemp is reached,

The arty now in training i: concentrating on snow ¢nd lce work,.

fegently, In a snowstorm, they spent hours dengling on ropes in deep
erevasses near Mt,laker, practising rescue techniques,
| More,



Fairwesther 3,33

This weekend, the climbers plan to cemp high on $x3Rk-9,100-foot
kt, Shuksan, On the following weekend, they hope to set u; camp for

several days on the summit of 10,750=foot WMt Baker

Finel selection of the party wilil be made after the Nt,laker
weekend, which will be a full=scele tryout, using most of the exp edition's
new equipment,

The remoteness of Mt, Feirweather brings meny problems, < hat
wauld hap en, for Instence, in case of trouble? How would the
climbers get a doector 1f needed? And how woull progress reports reach
the centennisl suthorities?

The first wes comperstively easy! two mountaineerins doctors
ére in the training party, and one will go with the expedition,
and the party will be able to resch the outside world over s speclel
redlo trensmitting stetion set up for the puxmesex occesion,

The B.Co Amateur ladlo Assoclation pitehed in to help the
expedition, As @ result, e full-fledged "hem " station will be set
up on the besch et Lituys Pey, DUepartment of Transport hes ellotted
it the celleletters BUC, standing for B,0, Centennisl,

HCARA secrctary-treasurer George Kitson, e city detective, will
probably operate the station, snd & cheln of "hem" operators slong the
coast may relay his reports 1f reception is poor,

In case of an emergency requiring, ‘ur instence, mxuipmemtmedicsl
equipment the 2::;ZR couldn't ecarry in, it could be pesrachuted to b,.se
camp within a dey of & radioed call for help.

liothing hes been left Lo chance on this expedition., Apeinst such
& worthy peek, only the perty thet is resdy for snything cen expeect to
suecceed withou teking unjustifisble risks.
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