
March 9, 2407 MountE{neerlnå

My Cltmbing-doing whaË requíred the purchase & use of an íce axe & going where
you couldrit get t,o the summft on skís & could fall, vertically-began with the
ECMC, BCMC members. f have no recollection of climbing íniËíally wlth the Varsity
0utdoor Club(VOC of UBC); sor I prob,ahly began abouË 1956 when I graduated from
UBC. Accordingl-y, f would have been clirnbing with people now deceased (not through
climbing) & many who are not noT^l clirubi.ng, eíther because of age or ailments, or,
I nust Ëell Beyn because they have wÍves. Ì{e all have different aËtåctments Èo

Mounta{neening, to pa,ssing time ln the mountains if only Ëo sit & look & to
have a Pilsner Urquell-.
Since I had something Ln 21000 & annualy sinee, that has depríved me of memory,
I can reBe.mbe.r a fer¿ n4me€ of 4ountains & areas climbed in & of people I was with
but other than a few noËes of 5-6 clftnbs & some ínadequaËe color slides, I ean recall
nothing. I an tol-d by G4ry, Go::don, nqw Blshop of Whltehorse as of 2AA6, ËhaË I
introduced him to mount4lneening w-hen he hlas a student in the Benedictlne Semin-
ary at lfission, tr{e clfmbed, he sal"d, }4ount Slesse, abouÈ 7,654 feet. It was vislbl"e
from the hfghvay p4sË Chil-liwack & b,eca¡ue lcnorrn Ëo Èhê folk llving in this Provl,nce
when a co4merclal afrLiner crashed into Ít in 1.956. trühen I was t,aken Ëo Ëhe mountaÍn
for q fst cl1nb, I donlt recall huÈ I know ¡ was p]-eased u¡ith myself for having
dene. so" It fs labelled on a photo in Chtc Scott!'s hook, Pushing The Lirnlts, as "an
awe inspírlng towerrJ

I would have met Seminary studenËs Lhrough a member of the Order, Fr. Damasus Payne
of the Abbey & he Ín turn I would haye met on a weekend Retreat at the Abbey with
the Newman Club of UBC or fts Alumnl þrobably Ëhe latter) FaËher Payne was killed
not. many y-ears after I met hlm, ln a fall 1n the mountal-ns, occasíoned I Ëhink, when
he was taklng a photograph & backed off a rock.

InÈerestLngly now, the rclfm-bing fraternltyr was smalI enough Ëhat 1n looking through
a rstory of Canadian-Mount4ineerf,ng!, Chtc Seottrs book, recording c1ímbs &

climbe.rs, f, can say I have knomdozens of the people, & lt may be, I have cllmbed with
most. Iüå, in the Proviiìce, Ëad-the Alpíne Club of Canada & the B.C. MounËaineeríng
Club. The Varsity- Qutdoor Club aË UBC dl-d organlze cl-lmbing trips but lts acËivities
hrere nore ekfing & dofng whatever young fslk, do when they are a\^râ.y from home.
There was l- mount,aineerlng suppLy sËore & Ít was in Seattle, the R.E.I. Vaneouverts
Co=opr fls f rec¿l1 ÍË, was 4 1 room den somewhererthat sold the few pieces of
equlpment rde \^rere saËisf ied r¿ith in the 1950rs, cllmbing ropes, boots, slíngs,
{ce axes., crappong, pack , so. IDe cLotheq & sleeping gear.Packs that could be
bough.t were. Ëhe wooden framed Trapper Nelson wlËh a large car.rvas bag, no zippers,
no gma-ll pockets, IrJgrwegians int::oduced the Bergen, a metâl framed pack & iË
had s.qral-l pockets, even I ín Èhe top flap. It was much used in ski Ëouring, a game

induLged ín by Scandinavi-ans p¡incipall-y" It would not carry the load of a Trapper
Nelson r¿hich could have the hag filled, a container of some sort or gear thaË
wquldn!Ë go into the bag, like a tent, poles, shovel & worse & more tled to Ëhe sides.
By the tine I began going out with the BCMC, Èhe REI in Seattle was making & selling
a tub.ular rqet,al framed pack wlth a l-arge red nylon fabríc bag ln excess of 3 feet
high., very lighÈ h/eight, wLth zÍppered outsíde pockets. IËs advantage over the
T,N. ¡,ras that it w4s lígh.ter, the bag held more & íË had pockets & could have a

tíed-on l-oad as ¡¿e11" & it wqs .more comfortable & stable. The packs of today to be
used for l-arge & heavy carrÍes require some learning to be able Ëo use & a weekr s I^lages

Ëo acqulre. I haye a vague reeollection of going to Ëhe REI more than once for
Ëhey wefe pfividirg equipment that better served our purposes than what was

attainable. here;
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Until I find a record of dates & places, I must record only those for which I haveslides & these seem to be fe¡¿. The BCMC had annual summer t"*p" & unless I was onMeKinley, Logan or St. Elias, I would have been on Ëhem. As well I would have
gone on week-end t,r:lps Èhe year through. In the \^rintêr I skíed, acquírLng a season
pass for lühLstl-er annualy, about the time ít opened for business. The e1ub, through
someonts LnitÍatlve sough.t to have íts eamps in areas ín which little had beentravelled, tdonet, I guess one would say, so that we would be doing some lst
ascenÈs. I associate this clfnrbing !üith Martin & Esther Kafer, Swiss, who had
come to Vancouver by, f expect, 1958. I lisË the camps for which I have sll_des.
These were about 2 weeks from Vaneouver & back. Access was by gravel road &
walking fn some eases, & by float plane in some. ,*
-19,61-Lake Lovel-y lüaterî rF
-1 964-Tomyhoí-Fa11s River
-1965-Icewal-1 Lake(a dozen Lst ascent-s r^rene rnade (Chlc $cott)
-19r62-Iüaddfngton (-a special & not Èhe usual suilrmer camp)
-1968-Ape Lake
-197S-Blowdown Creek
-1971-MouË St. Ellas=tbls rnras the Lst Canadian ascenË.
Among the sunmer camps of the BC?IC were Ëhe following (,some of whlch I may have
mlssed. May, I say, b,eeause s.orle na.nes a,re familiar & I ttrlnk today, would not
be had I not been on sorne)
-1 9'63-Lillooet Ieef lelds
-1966=NÍ¡:vana Fass
C.S. ln his book refer$ tq the Kefers âs Ëhemoyers. & doetrs ln Coast clfunbíng.
The aÊËract,lon for both \¡/as t.o go fnto Areas that rvere diffÍcult of access &
largely unclimåed, as \^ras the llcew.all Lake a,rea.

These were the days, by J960 J-nto the 79J0"ts, one could stil-I finance a month or
more in the mountains by dolng as did Dick CuJ-hert, lnduce the GovernmenË to
provide money (Xfte $ 4OO each f,or hlm & Glenn Ïrloodsworth &.Arnold Shives, Ëo do
some prospecting for.r4i¡s¡¿ls (ShiVeEr roW an artfsË, Ís Líamts €iod-father)I canow enjoy readfng tn C..S,!'s: book about friends in the mouriÈal"nêering
world wh.ose nalne.q êre. associated r{i.th the lst ascents of mountains.
Alice PuIde{=foF a. Ëirne., Culbe-rt=ls another, th4Ë 0.S" says ürå6 the leadj-ng \¡roman
mount4ineer qf ber e¡a i:n Çanada, & possíb.ly North A¡Derica" "The high pof.nt of her

c4riee.rî cage !n -197-l when qhe reached the gunnmit of St Ellas with a BCMC expeditlon'.'
She w.as, ouÏ \rqgen _r4ember.$he was also with us on Mount Logån in 1971, the North
rf.dgen nat yet cliUbed, \,rbfch we left so. Some years 1at,er I was talklng to her
êb-out a phone eall receiyed fron someone asking Íf I would lead a Club Ëríp. I said
tQ hel th--EË I- told Ëhe caller I wae too old-about 79 or so- & she said: Oh, I
th-ought ypu üIeFe Èag old w.hen we r^rere on Logan. ThÍs was: fn L971.
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